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Dear colleague 
 
This is to some extent simply an addendum to my letter a couple of weeks ago. In that 
communication I asked for suggestions for our GG&C Palliative Care Action Plan. Thank you to 
all those who managed to find the time to respond. Though some of the thoughts and 
comments were shared quite widely by those who submitted them, some were not. I have 
therefore simply collated these for ease – collated responses. I hope that you will have time 
to review these prior to the MCN meeting and that they will help us to create an appropriate 
Action Plan. 
 
I would like to suggest that significant time is devoted to this next week. 
 
The following précis of current activity is even rougher than usual. Again this simply reflects 
my concerns around strategic direction.  
 
NAG 
The National Advisory Group has now met twice. The last meeting was 12th February. The 
major agenda items at the first meeting were: 

 Remit, membership and ways of working of the NAG 

 Remit, membership and ways of working of the Stakeholder Group  
This group covering a very wide range of structures and organisations will have an 
advisory role to the NAG. It is being supported by the SPPC. 

 Caring for people in the last days and hours of life – national guidance 

 DNACPR – light touch(?) review 
 

At the last meeting the key topics was:  

 Palliative and End of Life Care – Framework for Action 
5 key themes are being considered within this framework. 

o Palliative and end of life care – what matters to me? 
o Supporting change and improvement 
o Leadership across health and social care providers 
o Education resources / tools for health/care professionals and the public 
o Continuing to develop the evidence base 

There was also further discussion around: 

 Caring for people in the last days and hours of life  

 DNACPR  
 
GGC Palliative Care Action Plan (Draft) 
I have used the current headings from the Palliative Care MCN map supplied by Jackie Britton. 
After each sub-group title I have given the name of the nominated lead. Each of these groups 
is, I think, providing its own pre-MCN update and so the additional points are simply areas 
that the leads wished to highlight. It is also the case that some of these groups/individuals 
have provided comment in their submissions to the GG&C Palliative Care Action Plan. 
 
HI&T – Joanne Freel 
 
PFPI – Claire Donaghy 
 

http://www.palliativecareggc.org.uk/uploads/file/mcn/meetings_pages/feb2015/collated_MCN_responses.pdf
http://www.palliativecareggc.org.uk/uploads/file/mcn/meetings_pages/feb2015/Framework%20for%20Action%20-%20Development%20Paper%202.pdf
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Clinical Governance – Elaine Burt 
There are 3 sub-sub-groups(!) to this sub-group. 
 PCPDSG – Shirley Byron / Fiona Wylie 
There are three key items of work here. 
First, the introduction of the GG&C Guidance for Person Centred Care in the Last Stages of 
Life. There are 3 Acute pilot sites. Awareness raising sessions are also underway in the 
community and mental health settings. Second, CME T34 syringe pump competency 
framework is now being introduced throughout all settings. Finally, there is work around 
supporting clinicians to have significant conversations with deteriorating patients and their 
families. 
 
 Therapeutics – Elayne Harris 
National Guidelines 
These have now been published. Plans are underway for the provision of A5 guideline 
booklets. 
Oxygen provision  
A meeting has been arranged with the GG&C Oxygen Service and it is hoped that following 
this matters will progress and a solution found. 
 
 Audit, Research & Development – Paul Keeley 
 
Bereavement – Jackie Britton 
 
MCN Website Development Group – Paul Corrigan 
 
Communication Sub Group – Jacquie Lindsay 
Jacquie kindly provided an update just prior to the papers being produced for the MCN 
meeting so I have simply inserted her text below. 
 
Following an initial meeting in November 2014, and in alignment with the initial briefing of 
the NHSGG&C Planning Manager - RAD, the Communication Sub-Group has developed the 
following report of Purpose, Progress and Plan.  
Purpose:    To identify National / Regional / Local Groups which have a direct or potential 
influence on the NHSGG&C MCN Agenda & Workplan. 
Progress:   To date the group has 

 Developed a draft spreadsheet of National / Regional / Local Groups 

 Discussed the creation of a 'Survey' for circulation to MCN Members to facilitate the 
selection of approximately six groups from the spreadsheet that the MCN 
Communication Sub Group should focus on first - contact with each group will 
establish regularity of meetings, agenda, workplan and key actions 

 Discussed the development of an NHSGG&C Communication Model - To gather and 
publish MCN Constituency Reports, MCN Sub-Group Minutes / Actions and an updates 
from each of the six groups selected. 

Plan:    The plan is to 

 Circulate the draft spreadsheet to MCN Members for correction of inaccuracies and 
addition of omissions. (February 2015) - draft spreadsheet PDF – Excel (editable) 

 Circulate a short survey to establish the form and function of future MCN 
Constituency Reports and if submission should be optional or required. (March 2015) 

http://www.palliativecareguidelines.scot.nhs.uk/
http://www.palliativecareggc.org.uk/uploads/file/mcn/meetings_pages/feb2015/mcn_communications_list_all_V1.pdf
http://www.palliativecareggc.org.uk/uploads/file/mcn/meetings_pages/feb2015/mcn_communications_list_all_V1.xls
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 Establish a standard format for Constituency Reports / Sub Group Minutes for ease of 
completion and quality purposes. (For approval May 2015 MCN meeting) 

  
Your consideration of the plan would be appreciated.  Feedback is welcome either through 
discussion during the MCN Communication Subgroup agenda item, or by emailing Jacquie 
Lindsay or Paul Corrigan. 
  
Service Strategy (Provision)& Delivery – John Kennedy 
The provenance of this sub-group remains unclear! I think it is likely that some/many of the 
additional action plan points may also find their home here. 
I have kept information around DNACPR and Last Stages of Life at this point as I suspect this is 
where they will lie. 
 
DNACPR 
This is now undergoing a ‘light touch review’ at a national level. Dr. Juliet Spiller is leading this 
work. 
 
Caring for people in the last days and hours of life 
The NHS GG&C End of Life Care Pathway / LCP was withdrawn from use on 1st December 
2014.  
NHSGGC’s Guidance for Person Centred Care in the Last Stages of Life has been circulated 
throughout NHS GG&C. 
Since the last meeting national guidance has been issued I’m not sure if this actually adds 
anything to what was previously released at a national level. 
 
I look forward to seeing you all on 19th February.   
 
Kind regards 
 
Euan Paterson  
Chair, GGC Palliative Care MCN 

http://www.palliativecareggc.org.uk/professional/eolc/GPCCLSL%20-%2020%2011%2014.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Publications/2014/12/6639

